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DIDLS– Analyzing Passages for Characterization
DIRECTIONS:  Read the passage attached to this sheet.  Then, conduct an analysis of the passage using the DIDLS protocol.  After the protocol, answer the questions in complete sentences.  You may work with your group, but please produce ORIGINAL answers.

Focus:  Chapter 4, Characterizing Jem
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 DICTION 

The author’s choice of words and their connotations 

What words appear to have been chosen specifically for their effects?

What effect do these words have on your mood as the reader?

What do they seem to indicate about the author’s tone?

IMAGERY

The use of descriptions that appeal to sensory experience

What images are especially vivid?  To what sense do these appeal?

What effect do these images have on your mood as a reader?

What do they seem to indicate about the author’s tone?

DETAILS

Facts included or those omitted

What details has the author specifically included?

What details has the author apparently left out?  (NOTE:  This is only for analysis.  Do not write about these omitted details in an essay.)

What effect do these include and excluded details have on your mood as a reader?

What do these included and excluded details seem to indicate about the author’s tone?

LANGUAGE

Characteristics of the body of words use (slang, jargon, scholarly language, etc.)

How could the language be described?

How does the language affect your mood as a reader?

What does the language seem to indicate about the author’s tone?

SYNTAX 

The way the sentences are constructed 

Are the sentences simple, compound, declarative, varied, etc.?

How do these structures affect your mood as a reader?

What do these structures seem to indicate about the author’s tone?

