Pre-AP English I – Ms. Bellon

Name: __________________________Period_____ Title of Paper: _______________________


Writing An Engaging Story

Your major paper (major grade) for this nine weeks is an engaging story.  This paper should be two to three pages, typed and double spaced.  Remember the font is Times New Roman, 12 point font.  Your paper should include the proper MLA heading headers and a creative title. You will also receive a series of daily grades for the process of this paper.  Below is the rubric for this process.  You are to keep track of this sheet. You will turn this sheet in the day your final paper is due.
Engaging Story Process Parts
Plot Diagram/Planning Guide

Wed, Sept. 25

______ completed


Rough Draft (Typed)


Mon, Sept. 30

______ completed


             
2nd Draft (Typed)


Tues, Oct. 1

______ completed




Peer Revising/editing


Tues, Oct. 1

______ completed             

3rd Typed Draft  



Wed, Oct. 2

______ completed



Clocking



Wed, Oct. 2

______ completed



Final Draft and Turnitin.com receipt
Fri, Oct. 4  

______ completed



You must turn in a hard copy of your paper Friday, Oct. 4 at the beginning of your class period, upload your paper, AND submit a turnitin.com receipt with the hard copy of your paper on the 4th.  A hard copy of the paper will be accepted until 3pm on the due date, with no point penalty. After 3pm it is considered late and 15 points will be deducted for each day the essay is late.  If a hard copy of the paper is turned in on time, but without uploading and turning in the receipt to me, you have one week to submit the receipt without penalty.  After that week, the lack of receipt will affect your grade by subtracting 15 points per day late.

Please assemble your paper in the following order and staple together:



On top: 
cover sheet (I will give this to you.)




 
Final copy of your paper



On top:

This Paper






Turnitin.com Receipt





Clocking page

3rd Typed, revised draft





Peer Revision/Edit Sheet





2nd typed draft





1st typed draft

Rough Draft





Plot Diagram

Please have it ready to turn in when you arrive to class.  In other words, do NOT come to class and begin assembling your paper—we don’t have time for this!
1.  The exposition needs to have background on your characters and setting.  Because this is also the introduction of your story, the exposition needs to be INTERESTING and keep the reader interested.

2.  The story needs to have an interesting conflict.  All stories have conflict – and remember, you have several kinds to choose from.  

3.  Let your rising action build up to your climax.  If the climax comes too soon, the story falls flat and is not as interesting.  Let the conflict cause a chain of interesting events that keep the reader involved.

4.  Remember, your climax is the most important event in the story.  A good climax changes characters or settings drastically.  This is your point of no return.  

5.  Wrap up your story.  Make sure the resolution makes sense.

6.  I know that this is hard, but choose an appropriate title for your story.  Titles make everything better.  Be creative.  Let the title catch the reader’s eye.  

7.  The story itself needs to be between two-three pages in length.  Focus on details!  Bring your story to life.
8.  And last, if you are having trouble giving your story length, ADD DETAIL.  It will be the one thing you all are missing in your stories (most of the time).  If you add detail, you will not fall short on your length.
