Ms. Bellon’s
Quick and Dirty

Guide to Phrases

Appositive

renames or modifies an adjacent noun

Ms. Bellon, the best English teacher alive, knows her pre-AP kids can become phrase masters!

Absolute

modifies the whole sentence

possessive pronoun + noun + participle

Their hands aching, Ms. Bellon’s pre-AP English students wrote even more phrases in class.
Prepositional

tell us which one, what kind, how much  OR

tell us how, when where, why, to what extent, or under what conditions

Ms. Bellon walked down the hall, through the doors, around the corner, to her classroom.
Here are some of the most common prepositions:

in, before, after, at, down, across, inside, outside, between, within, behind, on, by, under, around, into, against, near, through, to, like, except, over, up, without, with, toward, of

Adjective Clause
describe whatever is to their left in the sentence

most begin with who, which, whose, or where
Ms. Bellon’s pre-AP class, which has all her smartest students, will have no problem mastering phrases.

Adverb Clause

tell us why, how, when or under what condition

most start with subordinate conjunctions: after, if, because, although, when, as, before, until, for, since

When Ms. Bellon’s pre-AP class doesn’t do what she asks them to do, he is very disappointed in them because she knows that they can do the work.
Participial
-ing or –ed form of a verb 

it is functioning like an adjective
Standing in front of her pre-AP class, wishing her children would stop talking, Ms. Bellon tried to give an amazing lesson, but no one was listening to her.
Gerund

-ing form of a verb 

it is functioning like a noun
commonly used as the subject of the sentence or as the direct object / object of a preposition
Teaching her pre-AP class is the best part of Ms. Bellon’s day, but she also really likes leaving at the end of the day.

Infinitive

“to” + the verb

it can function like an adjective, adverb or noun

To prepare for college is all pre-AP students’ goal, but their plan to study every night doesn’t always happen like it should.
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